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MTS Manned Underwater Vehicles Committee 
 

MTS Manned Underwater Vehicles at UI 2007 
New Orleans, January 30, 31 and Feb 1, 2007 

 
he MTS Manned Underwater Vehicles group met once again for its yearly meeting at the 
Underwater Intervention Conference, in New Orleans. After a wonderful show in Tampa, it 
was great to find New Orleans in full form, catering to visitors around the convention center. 

The organization of the conference was excellent and the facilities were impeccable. 
 
The MTS MUV tract was held over the three days of the conference and brought together 
submersible operators, manufacturers and suppliers from around the world. The presentations 
range in scope from industry reviews in commercial, research and military sectors to field 
operations that took place in 2006 and regulatory updates for manned submersible and diving 
systems. A total of 20 participants presented a 20 minutes review and answered questions from 
the audience. All presenters must be commended for their efforts and enthusiasm for participating 
in UI2007. It clearly resonated with the audience, a clear indicator that the material was 
interesting and relevant.  
 
The program saw presenters coming from as far away as Greece. We were particularly delighted 
with the first time participation of Mr. Spyros Volonakis from the Hellenic Center for Marine 
Research, presenting their operations with the 2000ft rated THETIS submersible. A vast majority 
of presenters were groups active in the US and Canada. Among others, everyone learned about 
the progress of the new ALVIN replacement HOV, the US Navy provided a full overview of the 
present state of submarine rescue capability and the NOAA Undersea Research Program office 
gave a compelling overview of the AQUARIUS habitat off the coast of Florida. A special outreach 
was offered through a presentation by a group from NASA, at Johnson Space Center with regard 
to human modeling for confined vehicles. The group is developing interesting technology to 
support vehicle designs for human occupancy and was seeking inputs from the underwater 
vehicles community to leverage expertise.  
 
The reception was astonishing with session attracting 60+ people with standing room only. 
Overall, most presenters were rewarded with the attention of 30-40 interested folks in audience. 
The tract was structured to have morning sessions and leaving the afternoon open for side 
meetings and a chance to visit the show floor. This seems to have worked out very well.  
 
The MTS MUV Committee meeting was held on Feb. 1 and was well attended. Will Kohnen 
chaired the meeting and a new committee secretary was nominated, Mr. Daniel Lance. His offer 
of help and support is profoundly appreciated. All members present were unanimous that the new 
format at UI2007 worked well and agreed to hold the MTS MUV program at UI2008 next year. 
The MTS MUV website (www.mtsmuv.org) was discussed at length, including additional services 
the website can provide to encourage membership. 
 
The website continues to provide the only active database of all operating manned submersibles 
on the internet and all are encouraged to visit for curiosity or for reference. 
 
For any further information in the presentations, papers or proceedings, contact:  
 
William Kohnen 
Chair, Manned Underwater Vehicles Committee 
www.mtsmuv.org 
Tel. (909) 626-6262 
Email: will.kohnen@seamagine.com 
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